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October 2026                                      80p 

The Minsterley Parish Magazine 

with the Stiperstones church group: 

Snailbeach, Habberley, Hope & Shelve  
 

incorporating news from the Chirbury Hills benefice: 

Corndon Marsh, Trelystan, 

Chirbury, Middleton, Leighton, Marton  
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Rector:   Rev. Greg Smith  

  (day off - Friday) 

 The Deanery, Pontesbury 

 07902 794653   

 rectorpontstip@gmail.com 

 

 

Church Warden 

  Sarah Edwards  07971 984925 

 

Curate:   Rev. Ian Williams  

  (day off - Monday) 

  Fenway, Station Road, 

  Westbury 

 07557 340174  

 revian01@outlook.com  

 

Treasurer   

  Mike Bowen  07826 061054  
  mintreasure@btinternet.com   

Church services this month 

 

Sunday 4th 10.30am Harvest service at  

  St Luke’s Snailbeach 

Sunday 11th 10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 18th  10.00am Minsterley Praise at the 

  Methodist church 

Sunday 25th 10.30am Holy Communion 

   

The Minsterley Parish Magazine is published by Holy Trinity Church. 

Copy date for the next issue is the 20th of the month 

Editor:  David Young           Tel: 01743 537081 

e-mail:  MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com 

To advertise:  see details on page 23 

Holy Trinity Church,   

Minsterley 

Regular weekday events in the church 

(see page 31) 

 

Mondays  3.30pm Youth Café 

Tuesdays  10.00am Foodbank (page 6) 

Wednesdays   10.00am   Coffee Hub  

Thursdays  10.00am Trinity Tots 

Please see page 34 -35 for details of services in 

the other churches in our Stiperstones group 

Other events this month 

 

Thu 1st Knitter Natter (EVERY Thursday) (page 7) 

Sat 3rd Eisteddfod concert (page 26) 

 

Sun 4th Harvest Lunch (page 3) 

Mon 5th Richard’s licensing, Chirbury (page 3) 

 

Mon 12th Crafty Monday (page 7) 

Tues 13th Oasis (page 7) 

  Ichthus Bible Study (page 29) 

  Parish Council meeting (page 11) 

  The Gathering (page 4) 

Sat 17th Wildlife Walk (page 7) 

 

Wed 21st U3A Open Meeting (page 13) 

Sat 24th - Sun 25th 

  Hedgerows in the Hills (page 13) 

 

Tue 27th Oasis (page 7) 

  Ichthus Bible study (page 29)  

Wed 28th - Sat 31st 

  Present Laughter (page 29) 

Sat 31st Autumn Tidy-Up (page 3) 

  Garden Association final opening (p13) 
 

See also the diary of monthly events in          

Chirbury Hills group on page 19 

mailto:revian01@outlook.com
mailto:mintreasure@btinternet.com
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Church and grounds - Autumn Tidy-Up 

 

 We need your help. It’s our Autumn Tidy-Up 

on Saturday 31st October at HTM.  We’ll be inside 

and outside the church so come along, bring your 

tools of choice and help us spruce up the church for 

the changing season. We start at 9am and finish 

around noon so stay as long or short as you’re able.  

 And it goes without saying that we’ll feed you 

coffee and cake! 

Sarah Edwards 

“The Chosen” 

starting 7th October 

 

 “The Chosen” is the first ever multi-season TV 

series depicting the life of Jesus, with five series to 

date.  

 It gives each of the disciples a backstory and 

puts flesh on the bones of the episodes recorded in 

the Gospels. It uses creative imagination to develop 

the stories we have read there. About a third of the 

audience worldwide have not been church       

members.  It is Hebrew rather than American in feel. 

It is authentic without being dry. It was            

crowdfunded and became the most successful such 

TV series in history. People have been able to watch 

it via Amazon Prime, Netflix, Youtube and          

Facebook. 

 However, on Wednesday evenings from 7
th 

October,  you will be able to watch Series 1 of The 

Chosen at Holy Trinity Minsterley via our new 

screen and projector. Episodes vary in length from 

55 minutes to 20 minutes,  and include: 

• The call of the disciples 

• The wedding at Cana 

• Let the little children come to me 

• The rock on which the church is built 

• I am He 

• The first Christmas 

 

 Screening starts at 7 p.m. Entrance is free, with 

drinks offered for a donation. Feel free to bring 

your own snacks. We will be showing every 

Wednesday,  with a break for half-term. If you want 

any further information, please contact Greg Smith 

at rectorpontstip@gmail.com  

 

 A religious farmer lost his Bible out in the 

field.  A few days later he went to answer a noise 

at his door. Standing there was a cow, with his 

Bible in its mouth. The farmer raised his eyes to 

heaven and thanked the Lord for this miracle.  

“It’s not really,” said the cow,  “Your name was 

written inside.” 

mailto:rectorpontstip@gmail.com
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

Rural Dean:  Rev Greg Smith 

telephone: 07902 794653 •  email: rectorpontstip@gmail.com 

Deanery News editor:  Ann Jones  (annmorganjones456@gmail.com) 

Copy to be submitted by 10
th
 of previous month please. 

Hope and resilience 

 

 ‘It will all be over by Christmas’ - this was the 

assurance given by generals at the start of both 

World Wars. It is always good to have something to 

hope for to keep up morale, but when targets are 

missed and disappointment comes our way we need 

hope’s often forgotten twin, resilience. 

 

 Resilience is both a state of mind and a way of 

life. It is made up of attitudes and actions. Resilient 

buildings and structures tend to have some flexibility 

built in. Bridges have tolerance to expand and    

contract in the heat. Skyscrapers can bend to     

withstand earthquakes. The massive blades of wind 

turbines flex to catch the breeze. Sure foundations 

are good thing, but solid immovable bulk does not 

always give the security it seems to promise. It 

might just prove too brittle under stress.  

 

 One reason why change can appear so     

threatening to us is that we build our security 

around our present circumstances. When those    

circumstances change we feel lost, anxious and    

angry. Doubling down (like the man who built   

bigger barns) rarely helps in such situations.         

Resilience flows from finding our true identity. 

When we find the central core of who we are, we 

can adapt to change without being toppled. But we 

will never find that identity without finding, or   

being found by, God.  

 

 Jesus talked about us becoming ‘children of 

God.’  It is a simple but powerful message which 

reminds us that whatever might change in life, or 

prove beyond our control, we can claim an identity 

which can never be removed. This is the gateway to 

both hope and resilience. It provides a blend of  

certainty and flexibility to navigate life’s            

complexities.   

 

 There is much talk about change in the life of 

Hereford Diocese. The Church of England all over 

the country is having to respond to a variety of  

concerns - finance, building repairs, lack of          

volunteers, and a reduced supply of vicars. The 

Church of England has had to adapt throughout its 

long existence. This seems like a good moment to 

remember and hold on to what we value, and to 

recommit to our core mission - following Christ and 

making him known.  

 

 But there may be things that God wants us to 

learn in this time of reflection and change, things 

that will actually make us stronger not weaker. I for 

one don’t want to abandon the cherished vision of 

parish clergy and people working together for the 

glory of God and good of the community. I hope 

that I might live to see an abundance of vocations 

to ordained ministry to reverse the current trends. 

Whatever the future holds, the key to hope and  

resilience comes by knowing who we are - the    

children of God.  

 

 Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Stephen Griffiths 

Ford benefice 

 The symphony musicians had little confidence 

in the man brought in to be their new conductor. 

Their fears were realized at the very first rehearsal. 

The cymbalist, realising that the conductor did not 

know what he was doing, angrily clashed his       

instruments together during a delicate, soft passage. 

The music stopped. The conductor, highly agitated, 

looked angrily around the orchestra, demanding, 

“Who did that?  Who did that?” 

mailto:annmorganjones456@gmail.com
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World News . . . . 
 

. . . .or “some more of the items you are not likely to see on the TV news” 

News items reproduced with permission from the Barnabas Aid.   For more information go to barnabasaid.org. 

 Malaysia – Wife of missing pastor       

appeals to PM after court setback 

 

 The wife of missing Pastor Raymond Koh has 

appealed to Malaysia’s Prime Minister (PM) to    

intervene after the Court of Appeal upheld a stay 

on an order requiring police to reopen                  

investigations into her husband’s disappearance nine 

years ago.   Susanna Liew told Anwar bin Ibrahim 

that she was writing directly to him because time is 

of the essence to discover what happened to Pastor     

Raymond. The father-of-three was abducted, at the 

age of 63 by armed men while driving near his 

home in Kuala Lumpur on 13th February 2017. 

 

 “I write not as a litigant, but as a wife who 

has been left in unbearable uncertainty,” Susanna 

wrote, “I do not know where my husband is. I do 

not know if he is safe. I do not know if I will ever 

see him again.” 

 

 In November 2025 the Malaysian High Court 

held the government and police responsible for the 

pastor’s abduction, and ordered a new investigation 

into his whereabouts, as well as awarding record 

damages to his family. Both orders were stayed   

following an appeal by the government.  On 29th  

July 2026 the Court of Appeal dismissed Susanna’s 

application to lift the stays. 

 

 In her letter to the PM, she said, “Every day 

that the investigations remain halted is another day 

in which the truth becomes more difficult to       

uncover, evidence becomes more vulnerable and 

the possibility of obtaining justice for my husband 

diminishes.” 

 

 

China – date set for church leaders’ trial  

 

 Pastor David Tang, founder of a prominent 

underground church in China, and six other         

believers were arrested in Wenzhou, Zhejiang    

Province, on 5th August.   The authorities have not 

disclosed the reason for the detention of the pastor, 

his church’s financial administrator and five church 

workers, or where they are being held.   All seven 

were arrested by Shanghai police at around 7.30am 

during a cross-provincial operation. 

 

 Pastor Tang is the founder of Wenzhou’s 

Biaogan Church, known for attracting young       

professionals and intellectuals.   It has met under-

ground since being forcibly closed by the authorities 

for refusing to join China’s state-sanctioned Three-

Self Patriotic Movement. 

 

 Wenzhou is often called the “Jerusalem of 

China” because of its large Christian population,  

established in the nineteenth century by Protestant 

missionaries. However the authorities in the city and 

in Zhejiang Province have tightened restrictions on 

congregations over the last decade, including      

removing crosses from more than 1,000 churches. 

 

 Meanwhile eight church leaders of Zion 

Church network were given a trial date of 14th - 

18th August. They were due to face trial for the   

alleged crime of “illegally using information        

networks.”  

 

 At the time of writing no news has been     

released on the outcome of the trial.   If found 

guilty, the eight church leaders face a possible three-

year prison sentence.   More than 200 leaders of 

unofficial churches are currently either imprisoned, 

under house arrest or otherwise detained. 

 

 

Syria – Authorities release Kurdish pastor 

 

 The Syrian authorities have released a Kurdish 

pastor two weeks after he was arrested while       

visiting family in the city of Afrin, northern Syria, on 

Sunday 19
th
 July.   Pastor Nihad Hassan, originally 

from Syria, was visiting Afrin from Beirut, Lebanon. 

He has served the Kurdish Evangelical Church in   

Beirut for many years.    

 

 Pastor Nihad came to faith in Christ while a 

political prisoner in Syria when he started listening 

to Christian broadcasts.   After attempting to flee 

Syria Nihad was imprisoned twice, including a spell 

in solitary confinement. Yet he said later, “I regard 

them as the best days of my life, because in this 

place I was comforted and knew the Lord.” 

 

 Concerns have been raised about the Syrian 

government’s willingness to protect religious      

freedoms and minority communities, including 

Christians. 
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Harvest Festival Donations 

 

 We would like to thank everyone who      

supports us with Harvest Festival Donations.  Thank 

you also to the staff and volunteers at schools, 

churches and other community organisations who 

organise such events. We do appreciate everything 

that is given,  and everything goes to local people in 

need across the Rea Valley.  It is a very important 

time of year for us and greatly reduces our costs and 

helps our charity to keep running. 

 

 In-date and unopened packaged food,       

toiletries and cleaning products are always         

welcome.  The items most in need are long-life milk 

and tins of meat, fish, vegetables, soup and fruit.  

Donations can be dropped off at Pontesbury Co-op, 

Longden Village Stores, or at donation boxes at 

many of our local churches when they are open; see 

our website Donating page. 

 

REGULAR MONTHLY FINANCIAL DONORS -  

PLEASE CHANGE YOUR PAYMENT TO OUR NEW 

BANK ACCOUNT.  

 When the Food Bank became a charity, we 

were required to set up a new bank account. We do 

hope that you will be able to help us to continue 

with this much needed local community service.  If 

you have not received our emails, please see our 

website https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/donating/  

for details and contact our treasurer, Jonathan 

B rown  (0 7497  142485 )  o r  ema i l :                      

reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com. 

 

Want to come to Rea Valley Food Bank? 

 Get referred by your local clergy, GP practice, 

housing provider or other support agency,  or call 

for a chat with Rev. Greg Smith 07902 794653, 

email: reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com.   

 See the “getting help” page on our website:  

 www.reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk. 

 

Jean Garner 

I really don’t think I could consent to go to Heaven 

if I thought there were to be no animals there.  

     - George Bernard Shaw 

 

As far as the Bible is concerned, God only threw the 

humans out of Paradise.  - Bruce Foyle 

 

... it’s strange to me 

How very full the church can be 

With people I don’t see at all 

Except at Harvest Festival 

     - John Betjeman   

 

God made the moon as well as the sun; and when 

He does not see fit to grant us the sunlight, He 

means us to guide our steps by moonlight.  

     - R Whately 

 

The devil entangles youth with beauty, the miser 

with gold, the ambitious with power, the learned 

with false doctrine.   - H G Bohn 

https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/donating/
mailto:reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com
mailto:reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com
http://www.reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk


 www.stiperstoneschurches.org.uk   Page 7 

 

 

I have found the paradox that if I love until it 

hurts, then there is no hurt, but only more love. 

    - Mother Teresa 
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Please support our advertisers 
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Puzzle Page 

Wordsearch for St Luke’s Day 

 

 To St Luke, whose feast-day is 18th 

October, we owe a beautifully written 

gospel as well as the Book of Acts. He 

was a Greek physician and faithful       

travelling companion to St Paul. Under 

house arrest near the end of his life Paul 

noted, ‘only Luke is with me’.  Luke’s  

gospel focuses on the compassion of 

Christ, and offers us moving parables, 

such as the Good Samaritan and Prodigal 

Son.  

 Women figure more prominently in 

Luke’s gospel than in any other: look out 

for the extended story of the Virgin Birth, 

and stories of Mary, Elizabeth, and the 

woman who was a sinner. His gospel also 

features more poor people, more lepers, 

more ‘sinners’, who are all shown to be 

‘inside’ the love of Christ.  

 In Acts, Luke skilfully links sacred 

and profane history, as subsequent      

archaeology has shown. He tells of how 

the early Christians moved away from 

Jerusalem into the pagan world, and   

especially on to Rome. 

Luke 

Feast 

Day 

Written 

Gospel 

Acts 

Greek 

Physician 

Travelling 

Faithful 

Paul 

Compassion 

Parables 

Prodigal  

Son 

Good  

Samaritan 

Women 

Poor 

Lepers 

Sinners 

Jerusalem 

Pagan 

Rome 

Early  

Christians 
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The Flower Shop,  Minsterley 

 

3 Station Road,  Minsterley 

01743 791860 
 

For all your floral requirements, 
 fresh eggs and a small selection of groceries. 

We are open as follows: 
 

Tuesday – Friday: 9.00am – 4.00pm 

Saturday:  9.00am – 12 noon 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Please support our advertisers 

MINSTERLEY PARISH HALL 

 

Available for hire 

 

Versatile space of 3 rooms that can 

be used separately or altogether. 

 

Ideal for meetings, birthdays, weddings. 

 

For more details or to book 

contact Gill Gawthorne 

Telephone: 07775 334661 or email 
 

bookings@minsterleyparishhall.co.uk 

 

MINSTERLEY 59 CLUB WINNERS 

Draw Date  No Winner 

33 19
th
 August 9 

16 

Sarah Edwards 

Lynn Evans 

34 26
th
 August 52 

9 

Caroline Holloway 

Sarah Edwards 

35 2
nd

 Sept 9 

33 

Sarah Edwards 

Dave Leeson 

36 9
th
 Sept 24 

46 

Patricia Edwards 

Trevor Crook 

37 16
th
 Sept 30

50 

Margaret Wainwright 

Sarah Edwards 

mailto:bookings@minsterleyparishhall.co.uk
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Minsterley Parish Council 

 

 A new play unit is to be installed in the Parish 

Hall play area, replacing the large slide which is   

currently in use. 

 Any problems with street lights in the Parish 

should be reported to the Clerk, telephone: 01743 

850504. 

 The next meeting of Minsterley Parish Council 

will be at 7.00pm on Tuesday 13
th
 October in       

Minsterley Parish Hall. 

 

Geoff Rogers 

Chairman,  Minsterley Parish Council 

www.minsterley.org.uk 

 

To contact the parish council,  e-mail: 

clerk@minsterley.org.uk   

What Climate Crisis? 

 

What did you think of Andy Burnham’s first two 

days in Parliament?  It is good to have a Prime Min-

ister who is enthusiastic and determined to   tackle 

the problems we face but I think he should have 

been honest with the public about the reality of the 

situation. 

 

 Climate Change is probably the most serious 

of all the problems.  People promptly switch off 

whenever those words are mentioned.  Not because 

they aren’t concerned but simply because of the 

question, “Will what I do or what the country does 

have any effect?”  However, to do nothing is simply 

to abandon hope and consign our young people to 

a desperate future. 

 

 How serious is the situation? In 2024 Defra 

(Department for Environment, Food and Rural   

Affairs) issued a report about the effects of Climate 

Change. The Government didn’t publish it!        

Pressure from concerned Members of Parliament 

produced a redacted version and there was a debate 

by MPs on the 3rd of September at which members 

repeatedly asked for the full report.   But the Times 

Newspaper on the 24th March 2026 revealed some 

of the contents including the words “..there was a 

realistic possibility that by 2030 (increasing to 2050) 

our food, water and natural ecosystems are at     

strategic risk of catastrophic failure.” The report was 

issued in 2024,  well before the heat waves we have 

been experiencing which have resulted in two years 

of the worst harvests on record. Harvests in the EU, 

from which we import about 30% of our food, 

have also been badly affected. What can we do 

then, both as country and as individuals? 

 

 First, if as a country we work together to 

adapt our nation to what is coming, we could build 

a much better and fairer society. Climate Change 

does actually provide an opportunity for real      

cooperation but it needs about 25% of the adult 

population to be actively concerned to provide a 

tipping point. I do believe this is possible and am 

emailing as many Climate Change organisations as I 

can urging them to take action. I’ll let you know 

next month whether I have had any success. 

 

 Second, what can you do? To keep the article 

short, just three things!  I hope to suggest more next 

month. 

1. Persuade your village to host the “National    

Emergency Briefing” film (50 minutes) which is well 

worth watching. Google that title for details. 

2. Email Andy Burnham with copies to Julia Buckley 

and Dame Angela Eagle MP, head of Defra,         

expressing your concern and asking that urgent    

action be taken. 

3. Pray.  

 

 Sorry for the long article, but I am passionate 

about this because I care for my children and grand-

children and all young people. For their sake, we 

must act.  

 

Rev. Colin Hurford 

Pontesbury 

mailto:clerk@minsterley.org.uk
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THE LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 

 

SMITHS BUTCHERS MINSTERLEY 

HOLLY HOUSE, MINSTERLEY,  SY5 0BA 
 

tel: 07807 898404 

email: gawain101@hotmail.com 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS WHICH CAN 

BE DELIVERED FREE OF CHARGE. 

 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS 

ON FACEBOOK OR ON MY ADVERTISING 

BOARD OUTSIDE THE SHOP 

Please support our advertisers 

mailto:minsterley.butchers@facebook.com
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Please support our advertisers 

£1.70 

£1.70 



 www.stiperstoneschurches.org.uk   Page 15 

 

Heather Kidd’s Report for September 

 

558 Bus 

 An improved bus service from Montgomery 

to Shrewsbury is now in operation.  The timetable 

for the 558 bus (Shrewsbury - Westbury - Worthen - 

Marton - Chirbury - Montgomery) has 5 buses a day 

instead of 4 at times more convenient for those  

going to work and college. The route will use the 

new ‘Hotspur’ buses. The tender for the 552 and 

553 buses are not up for renewal and these services 

will run as normal. 

 

Possible New Bus Service 

 Shropshire Council is working with Powys 

Council to try and establish a new bus service using 

money largely from the Welsh Government. If the 

bid is successful it will run four times a day and   

connect the station at Newtown with Craven Arms 

Station via Chirbury and Bishop’s Castle. 

  

20mph Speed Limits outside Schools 

 As it is proposed to reduce the speed limit 

from 60mph outside Norbury school, the law     

requires a consultation be held. The new limit will 

then be installed if approved by residents. Some 

more parking has already been provided on the 

school site. This consultation is only open until the 

2nd October. If you wish to make any comments 

o n  t h e s e  p r o po s a l s ,  p l e a s e  e ma i l                         

traffic.engineering@shropshire.gov.uk. 

 Long Mountain School, Worthen - is being 

installed as we go to press.  

 Chirbury - The power company have finally 

connected the signs and hopefully the limit should 

have gone live by the time you read this. 

 

 

Road Repairs  

 The road surface on Lower Lane in Chirbury 

will be repaired. Some temporary fills have been 

done and these will be followed by permanent fills, 

drainage works and top dressing. 

 Work to repair the landslip on Walton Hill 

near Brockton commenced on 7th September     

following on the resurfacing of the adjacent road up 

Hampton Beech road earlier this year.  

 The landslip on the A490 - the land alongside 

the road is now in the final stages of purchase and 

the new road will be moved away from the       

unstable bank.  Hedges will be removed pending 

the starting of the works. 

 Hardcore has been supplied to residents living 

on the Pennerley BOAT (By-way Open to All     

Traffic) to help them fill sections that have eroded. 

  

New Homes 

 Building of the affordable housing scheme in 

Marton has been completed. Six of the properties 

are available to part buy. If you are interested then 

contact:.sales@connexus-group.co.uk.   Having a 

local connection would be an advantage. 

 

Road Closures 

 Severn Trent have been up to their old tricks 

again and closing roads without telling anyone! The 

usual reason is that it's an emergency. Sometimes 

that’s true, sometimes it isn’t. Contact me if this 

happens in your area.  They tried this in Crows Nest 

the other week, but I got our highways inspectors 

to get them to complete their task rapidly and not 

leave the road closed over the weekend! 

  Heather Kidd 

Shropshire Councillor  

Mobile: 07980 635518 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Questions you might ask 

 

 

Question - In simple terms could you explain      

exactly what the DPA (Data Protection Act) is? 

Answer  - The Data Protection Act is a UK law 

that controls how organisations and businesses    

collect, store, and use your personal information. 

 Think of it as a set of rules that anyone     

handling your data must follow to protect your  

privacy. When a company holds information about 

you — your name, address, email, medical records, 

etc. — the DPA gives you rights and puts obligations 

on them. 

 

Your rights include: 

Seeing what data they hold on you 

Having wrong information corrected 

In some cases, having your data deleted 

Knowing why they’re using your data 

 

Their obligations include: 

Only collecting data they actually need 

Keeping it secure 

Not holding it longer than necessary 

Not sharing it without good reason 

 

 In a nutshell it’s essentially the law that stops 

companies doing whatever they like with your   

personal information, and gives you control over 

how it’s used. 

Angela Gifford  

www.ablecommunitycare.com 

mailto:traffic.engineering@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:contact%3A.sales@connexus-group.co.uk
mailto:heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk
https://uk.content.exclaimer.net/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ablecommunitycare.com%2F&tenantid=stvthkqcEeeAwgAVXYy2Rg&templateid=d87db398fe3aeb11b9ed281878b14875&excomponentid=o1_7sPN_urWnvqfh-tU1Jw2vC9XbQDIoVn2pWQtr5dQ&excomponenttype=Link&signature=MhZTcOJTKStgLF
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STRENGTH &  

STABILITY CLASS 

FOR AGES 60+ 
 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 

at Minsterley Parish Hall 

    

Thursdays 10.00am—

11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 

Pontesbury 

 

Booking is essential. 

    

Contact Dan Lewis on 07904 338 791 

or  

danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 

  Please support our advertisers 
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Bible Readings in church 

this month 

 

Why not read these at home if 

you are unable to join us for 

Sunday worship? 

 You will recall that last year we carried      

personal reflections of the war years.  The editor 

was recently contacted by someone researching the 

wartime crash near the Stiperstones, involving 

Whitley bomber BD420 and the Horsa glider it was 

towing.  Here is an extract from Phill’s letter: 

 

 During my research I came across a reference 

to an article in the Minsterley Parish Magazine 

called “My story of life in the war years” by 

Wilfred Overton. From what I have been able to 

find, I understand that the article mentions the   

glider releasing from the Whitley and landing safely 

in a field at Wagbeach. 

 

 That immediately caught my attention        

because I grew up in Wagbeach and knew Wilfred 

and his wife Wendy, as well as their children Sandra 

and Richard. Richard was a couple of years older 

than me and we spent quite a bit of time together 

growing up. 

 

 I also visited the Whitley crash site at Mytton 

Dingle with friends from Snailbeach in around 1987. 

At the time there was still quite a lot of small 

wreckage around the site. I remember finding a 

small piece of riveted green aircraft structure with 

numbers stamped into it and a switch still attached, 

as well as numerous damaged ammunition cases 

scattered around the area. 

 

 I’m particularly interested in anything Wilfred 

wrote about the Horsa landing at Wagbeach, as I 

know the area extremely well and may even be 

able to work out which field he was referring to. 

 

 Seeing Wilfred’s name come up during my 

research brought back some very good memories of 

growing up around Wagbeach. 

 

 I was also surprised to see the photograph of 

the Hope Home Guard platoon — my grandad, Bill 

Jones, is on the bottom row, far right. 

 

Phill Jones 

[ If you know anything about the glider landing at 

Wagbeach, Phill would love to hear from you.] 

4
th
 October Isaiah 5. 1-7 

  Philippians 3.4b-14 

  Matthew 21. 33-end 

11
th
 October Isaiah 25. 1-9 

  Philippians 4.1-9 

  Matthew 22. 1-14 

18th October Acts 16. 6-12a 

  2 Timothy 4. 5-17 

  Luke 10.1-9 

25th October Nehemiah 8. 1-4a, 8-12 

  Colossians 3. 12-17 

  Matthew 24. 30-35 
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You are warmly      

invited to join us at 

any of our churches! 

        Sunday services in the Chirbury Hills Group of Parishes 

July 2026 

 

within the Deanery of Pontesbury and the Diocese of Hereford 

Chirbury Hills Benefice contacts 

 

Local Lay Minister: Kay Yeates  

    01938 561 640   

    km_yeates@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Aster Meyer 

    aster.meyer@pm.me 

 

Safeguarding Officers: 

Kay Yeates  (as above) 

Chris Jerman    chrisjerman@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Churchwardens: 
 

St. Michael’s Chirbury   

Tony Sheppard  01938 561821 
 

St. Mark’s Marton  

Maureen Jenkins  01938 561645 
 

Holy Trinity Middleton and The Marsh 

Kay Yeates    01938 561640 

Emma Bailey-Beech 01686 669971 
 

Holy Trinity Leighton  

John Markwick  01938 555043 

Sally Beech   01938 554942 
 

St. Mary’s Trelystan 

Janet Jones   07967 312460 

Holy Trinity St Mary's St Michael's St Mark's Holy Trinity Corndon Marsh 

Leighton Trelystan Chirbury  Marton-in-Chirbury  Middleton-in-Chirbury  Chapel 

Sun 4
th
 

  

Trinity 

18 

(green) 

10.00 am 

Morning 

Worship 

  

Richard 

  11.15 am    

Holy     

Communion 

  

Richard 

     

Sun 11
th
 

 

Trinity 

19 

(green) 

4.00pm 

Evensong 

for Harvest  

  

 Richard 

    9.00 am 

Holy  

Communion 

  

Richard 

11.15 am 

Holy  

Communion 

  

Richard 

  

Sun 19
th
 

  

Trinity 

20 

(green) 

 3.00 pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

 

Richard 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

 

Richard 

 10.00 am 

Family Worship 

 

 

Kay 

 

 

Sun 26
th
 

 Last  

after 

Trinity 

(green) 

  

11.15 am 

Holy  

Communion 

  

Richard 

   9.00 am 

Holy    

Communion 

  

Richard 

    

mailto:aster.meyer@pm.me
mailto:chrisjerman@yahoo.co.uk
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Chirbury Hills group of churches 

Dates for your diary - October 

 

Sat 3
rd
  6.30pm Harvest Celebration at  

  St. Michael’s Chirbury followed by  

  supper at the Herbert Arms 

Mon 5
th
   7.00pm Richard’s installation at  

  St. Michael’s Chirbury - see below. 

Sun 11
th
  4.00pm Harvest Evensong at  

  Holy Trinity, Leighton followed by 

  refreshments at Yorton Stud 

Tues 13
th
  10.00am Coffee, Cake and Chat at  

  Chirbury Café 

Sat 17
th
  10.00am Messy Church at St. Michael’s 

  Chirbury - see opposite. 

Advance notice:          

Sat 21
st
 November - 10.30am Craft Fair at Priest 

Weston in aid of Holy Trinity, Middleton and the 

Marsh. 

 

 

 If it’s true that we are here to help others, 

then what exactly are the others here for? 

 

 

 Middle age is when broadness of the mind 

and narrowness of the waist change places. 
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Please support our advertisers 
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Advertising in the 

Minsterley Parish Magazine 
 

 Please do support our advertisers 

where possible - and if you run a local 

business or would like to advertise 

something in these pages,  contact Colin 

Edwards on 01743 791508 or at 

marieandcol@icloud.com. 

Our annual rates (12 issues) are: 

Full page  £120.00 

Half page  £60.00 

Quarter page  £30.00 

Eighth page  £15.00 

 

Short-term adverts can also be    

accepted at the editor’s discretion. 

Adverts are accepted in good faith.   

Please advise us if anything is incorrect 

or misleading.   

Painter & Decorator 

DWS Property Services 

All Interior & Exterior 

work  

Fully Insured 

 

Free Competitive estimates 

dugloussteele@hotmail.com 

07860 528943 

Please support our advertisers 

mailto:marieandcol@icloud.com
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Please support our advertisers 
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BISHOPS CASTLE & RURAL  

Safer Neighbourhood Team  

(covers all our magazine area except Minsterley) 

 

Twitter: @SouthShropCops      

Email: bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch 

SHREWSBURY RURAL WEST 

 Safer Neighbourhood team 

(covers Minsterley) 

 

 

Twitter: @ShrewsburyCops   

Email:  shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Police contact numbers 

Emergency:  999 

Non Emergency: 101 

Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 

Website:   www.westmercia.police.uk 
 

Report online: www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ 

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONE 

16
th
 July  – 14

th
 September 2026  

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 

Threaten with a 

blade or sharply 

pointed article in a 

public place 

  Black Marsh   

Act of outraging 

public decency 
  The Bog  Enquiries ongoing to identify suspect  

Public order offence    The Bog  Linked to the above  

Assault    Hope  Suspect arrested  

Criminal damage  
Damage caused to a generator 

and glue put in lock of a tractor  
The Knolls  

Victim had challenged two walkers 

trespassing prior to the damage being 

discovered  

Harassment    Bentlawnt    

Malicious         

communications 
  Worthen    

Attempted criminal 

damage to a vehicle  
  Worthen  Suspect identified  

Attempted burglary 

(outbuilding)  

Attempts made to enter garage 

causing damage, fabric with a 

gingham pattern left at scene  

Snailbeach  Occurred during daytime 3
rd
 August  

Public order offence    Snailbeach    

Criminal damage 

and attempted theft  

Offenders in a white Citroen   

Berlingo LJ15WPE have entered a 

yard and attempted to take scrap 

metal, when challenged they have 

sped off and run over a bollard  

Snailbeach  

Occurred 09:45 31st July. Vehicle has 

no documentation. Possibly linked to 

the below   

Attempted burglary  

Two males caught on CCTV     

attempting to enter outbuildings. 

Suspects disturbed and made off 

in a white van  

Cock Inn, 

Brockton  
Occurred 05:35 28

th
 July  

Assault (without 

injury) and criminal 

damage  

  Snailbeach    

mailto:bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
mailto:shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
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Musical Bingo - fundraiser 

 

There will be a Musical Bingo evening 

 in Habberley Village Hall on 

Thursday 8
th
 October.  

Hall opens at 6.30pm 

Eyes down at 7.00. 

 

Light refreshments during a mid-session      

interval. Tickets £10 available from:  

  

• Robert Currie  01743 79012  

 robert.h.currie@gmail.com 

• Pearl Hannigan 01743 790495 

(pearlhannigan@gmx.co.uk)  

• Pauline Stopford 01743 790784

(pauline.stopford@outlook.com)  

•  

PRIZES FOR THE WINNERS 

All proceeds to St. Mary’s church Habberley 

mailto:pearlhannigan@gmx.co.uk
mailto:pauline.stopford@outlook.com
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Rea Valley Foodbank    07902 794653 

Food parcels available locally in Minsterley and          

Pontesbury.  Referral needed. 

 

Rea Valley Transport Scheme  07468 115939 

Enabling residents to access medical appointments. 

Please give a minimum of a week’s notice. 

 

Community Good Neighbours,  Rea Valley 

      07944 891953  

Get in touch with a local Good Neighbour for a 

friendly chat, small errands and support to stay   

active and connected within the community.   

 

Pontesbury Community and Care Co-ordinator 

      01743 790325  

Helen Tazewell can give assistance to patients of all 

ages in need of help, support and advice by    

signposting to other useful services.   She works 

Monday and Wednesday locally. 

 

Healthy Shropshire    0345 678 9025  

Shropshire Council telephone line for information 

and advice on a healthy lifestyle, including smoking, 

alcohol, weight, exercise and other matters.  

   

Shrewsbury Food Hub  Shrewsburyfoodhub.org.uk  

Surplus food share tables across Shrewsbury.                 

See Facebook page for venue details. 

 

Shrewsbury “foodbank PLUS” 07421 745857  

Food parcels, debt advice, returning to work, digi-

tal  Inclusion, life skills.  Referral needed. 

   

Citizens Advice Shropshire     0344 499 1100  

Confidential advice and help to solve problems 

with debt, benefits,  housing,  legal matters &     

employment. 

Need help claiming Universal Credit?  Call their         

dedicated Help to Claim helpline,   0800 144 8444 

 

Keep Shropshire Warm     0800 112 3743  

Advice and grants for people struggling with     

heating and energy bills. 

 

Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin  

      01743 233123  

Confidential advice for older people, their families 

and carers.  

Shropshire Council Housing Support    

      0345 678 9005  

Support on all housing matters particularly rentals 

and homelessness.  

 

Shropshire Mental Health Support 01743 368647 

Mental health support.  

 

Shropshire Recovery Partnership  01743 294700 

Drugs and alcohol support. 

 

Shropshire Rural Support   0300 123 2825 

Confidential support during periods of anxiety and 

stress, and with problems relating to family and 

business.  Website: shropshireruralsupport.org.uk. 

 

Samaritans     116 123  

Free 24/7 confidential support whatever you are 

going through.  r you're going through, call us free 

any time, from any phone 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Helpline 

       0300 303 1191  

Support for anyone suffering domestic violence. 

 

West Mercia Women’s Aid   0800 783 1359  

24hr helpline for women and children suffering 

from domestic violence.  

 

Shropshire Carers’ Support Service 01743 341995  

Wide range of support for unpaid carers.  

 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=- 

 

SOME SHORT NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 

 

101 to contact the police in a non-emergency 

111 NHS non-emergency number 

159 to contact your bank if you suspect fraud. 

 

159 is our first public-

facing initiative.    

Intended for use by 

con sumer s ,  1 59    

provides an easy 

route back to safety when you get an unexpected 

phone call about a financial matter.  Easy to       

remember, the short code number now connects 

customers of more than 99% of the UK’s retail 

bank current accounts safely and directly with their 

bank. Unlike many long-form numbers, 159 cannot 

be spoofed or impersonated.  

Local organisations offering help and support 

 Here are some contact details you might find useful.   This page was updated in January 2022,  but if 

you find anything to be out of date,  incorrect or not relevant please let the editor know.  Likewise please 

share details of any other group which can offer support to local residents.  Thank you.  
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Organic produce, eggs, dairy 

& much more 

delivered to your door! 
 

“Working together to make 

supporting local easy”  

 

 
www.shropshireorganics.co.uk 

shropshireorganics@gmail.com 

07939 199672 

Please support our advertisers 
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ICHTHUS 

 

 

  

 

  

 Enjoy learning from the Bible together;  looking at the passages we will study in church the following 

Sunday!   Meetings start at 2.30pm on Tuesday afternoons. 

Liz Jackson 01743 791352 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

Psalm 119 : 105 

October is Black History Month.   

 

 “I had no idea that history was being made. I 

was just tired of giving up.”- Rosa Parks, who     

became mother of the American civil rights      

movement in 1955 when she refused to give up her 

seat on a bus in Montgomery Alabama just because 

she was a Black. 

 

 “Change will not come if we wait for some 

other person or some other time. We are the ones 

we've been waiting for.”- Barack Obama, former US 

President. 

 

 “Every great dream begins with a dreamer” - 

Harriet Tubman – Black American abolitionist and 

Union spy. 

 

 “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it 

bends toward justice.” - Martin Luther King, Jr. - 

Black church leader and US civil rights activist. 

 

 “I never think about being Black until it is 

said—I just get on with life.” - Bishop Rose Hudson-

Wilkin, the Church of England’s first Black female 

bishop.  

 

 “Not everything that is faced can be changed, 

but nothing can be changed until it is faced.” - 

James Baldwin, American writer, civil rights activist, 

critic 

 

 “I am not interested in picking up crumbs of 

compassion thrown from the table of someone who 

considers himself my master. I want the full menu of 

rights.” - Archbishop Desmond Tutu, global icon for 

his fierce, non-violent opposition to apartheid,   

Nobel Peace Prize laureate, and first Black African 

Bishop of Johannesburg and Archbishop of Cape 

Town. 

 

 “Black British history is everyone's history and 

is all the stronger for it.” - David Adetayo Olusoga 

OBE, British Nigerian historian, writer, broadcaster, 

and BAFTA winning film-maker. Professor of Public 

History at the University of Manchester. 

 

 “You have to do your job so well that no-

body can dismiss you because of your race or back-

ground.” - Sir Trevor Lawson McDonald,            

Trinidadian British newsreader and journalist, best 

known as a News presenter on ITN (Independent 

Television News).  

 

PRESENT LAUGHTER  

by Noel Coward 

 

  

 

 Abbey Foregate Church Drama Group will 

perform Present Laughter on Wednesday 28th to 

Friday 30th October at 7.30pm,  and a matinee 

on Saturday 31st October at 2.30pm at our usual    

venue, St. Nicholas’ Hall.  

 

 Tickets cost £12 (£6 for under 18s).  I cannot 

buy tickets for you as I shall be away, but they can 

be obtained through the Drama Group website on 

info@abbeydrama.com or by telephoning 01743 

247450.  

Robert Currie 

October 13th Brookfield  Waterwheel 
Luke 10:1-9    Acts 16:6-12a 

1 Timothy 4:5-17 

October 27th The Blessing  Snailbeach   

mailto:info@abbeydrama.com
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Please support our advertisers 

 
 

 Hair by Jen  

 3 Station Road, Minsterley 

. 

Jenny and Stacey offer a friendly service including 
foils, tints, perms, cut and blow drys, etc. 

 
Open: Tuesday 9am-3pm 

  Wednesday 9am-6pm  
  Thursday 9am-9pm  (late night!) 

  Friday 9am-4pm 
 

Appointments advisable: call 01743 792548 or drop in. 
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Minsterley Methodist 

Church 

 

10am Sunday services  

 

4
th
 – 9.45am.   CAFÉ PRAISE. Come and grab a 

cuppa and some cake and then relax with us as we 

have a time of praise, reflection of a passage of 

scripture and discuss what it means for us in today’s 

world. 

 

11
th
 – Harvest Festival led by Rev Sheila MacInally 

 

18
th
 – MINSTERLEY PRAISE led by Mr Nigel Gibbon 

 

25
th
 – Service led by Mrs Helen Pearson 

 

 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone who 

would like to come and join us at any of our 

services and for refreshments afterwards.  

 

Sandra Lewis 

Snailbeach Methodist Chapel  
 

2.45pm Sunday services  

 

4th Oct Holy Communion - Rev Richard Hall 

18th Oct Harvest Festival service - Nigel Gibbon 

  

 Later dates can be found on the Chapel    

notice board.  

 

 We meet in the schoolroom  adjacent to the 

chapel.   All are welcome to come. 

 

Sue Priddey (01743 790913) 

 

 To the optimist, the glass is half full. To the 

pessimist, the glass is half empty. To the engineer, 

the glass is twice as big as it needs to be. 

 

 As my five-year-old son and I were heading to 

McDonald’s one day, we passed a car accident.  

Usually when we see something terrible like that, we 

say a prayer for whoever might be hurt, so I pointed 

and said to my son, “We should pray.” From the 

back seat I heard his earnest voice: “Dear God, 

please don’t let those cars block the entrance to 

McDonald’s.” 

 

 Realise your dream! Unless it’s the one where 

you’re at work in your underwear during a fire drill.  

 

 There are three religious truths:   

 a. Jews do not recognise Jesus as the Messiah.  

     b. Protestants do not recognise the Pope as the 

leader of the Christian faith. 

    c. Baptists and Methodists do not recognise 

each other in the off licence. 
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St Luke’s Festival Church Snailbeach 

St Luke’s is a “Festival Church.”  Services are usually held on 

five festival days:  Mothering Sunday,  Easter,  Harvest Festival,  

Remembrance Sunday and Christmas day. A few other services 

are planned too.   See Stiperstones churches website. 
 

Next services: 

4th October 10.30am GROUP Harvest Thanksgiving 

     service - followed by refreshments 

     in the village hall. 

8th November 3.00pm Remembrance Sunday service 

St Mary’s Parish Church Habberley 

Church Wardens  Pauline Stopford,  The Kennels,  Habberley (01743 790784) 

     Pearl Hannigan,  9 Yarlington Orchard, Pontesbury  (01743 790495)  

 

 Sunday 11th 5.00pm Evensong  

 

 Sunday 25th 5.00pm Holy Communion 

Hope & Shelve Parish 

(services at Holy Trinity Church Hope 

and All Saints’ Church Shelve) 

 

Church Warden    Barbara Venables  

 

Refreshments are served at all our services  

 

 

Our partner churches in the Stiperstones Group  — 

 Services this month 

 

Sunday 4th 9.00am Shelve Harvest Communion 

Sunday 11th 9.00am Hope  Harvest Communion 

Sunday 18th 9.00am Shelve Worship Together 

Sunday 25th 9.00am Hope  Morning Prayer 
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