SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR REPORT  JUNE 2026
FINANCES—Shropshire Council has published its “Financial Outturn Report” for 2025/26,ahead of it being discussed by the Financial Improvement Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 8th June.The report looks at how much the Council actually spent over the year compared to its budget set in February 2025 by the previous administration.It shows the Council spent £49.4 million more than planned in its main (general fund) budget,mainly due to rising demand and costs in Adult and Childrens social care,along with savings that proved difficult to deliver.The report will go to Cabinet on 10th June.An updated medium-term financial plan and sustainability plan will be presented in July,setting out the next steps.
NEET---NEET stands for “Not in Education,Employment or Training”.
There have been major headlines in the Press over the last 2 or 3 weeks,regarding thye number of 16-25 year olds not successfully placed in Education,Employment or Training.The figure quoted is 1 in 8 and rising.Combined with the figure for those whos placement is “Not Known”,the data shows Shropshire has one of the lowest rates in the area (less than 1 in 30).The data quoted covers the area of England,The West Midlands and neighbouring Counties.
FLOODWATER MANAGEMENT---Shropshire Council will be at “Flood and Coast 2026”,which takes place in Liverpool from 9th to 11th June.They will showcase the role of the Marches Forward Partnership,in supporting the future delivery of the Severn Valley Water Management Scheme,particularly in relation to testing how digital and wireless technologies can support better monitoring and resilient approaches to managing water and flood risk.This is relevant to the Rea Valley,where a number of monitors have been installed upstream.Severn Valley Water Management Scheme (SVWMS) is a pilot project led by the Environment Agency,Natural Resources Wales,Powys and Shropshire Councils,to explore large-scale water infrastructure solutions.
FRANKWELL FOOTBRIDGE---On 5th June work started to improve access on the Smithfield road side of the footbridge.This is prior to the construction of the new Landing/Stairway area,which will lead into the new Riverside Gardens Park.The bridge will stay open throughout the works.
NEW MARKET BUILDING,BRIDGNORTH---Whilst not in Our area,I have included this in my report for information.New Market building is a large and impressive Victorian building at the southern end of Bridgnorth’s High street.Built 1855 in the Italianate style,it is now suffering from a long period of underuse and neglect.It has been recognised bt the Victorian Society,and added to their list of top 10 most endangered buildings for 2026.Shropshire Council are currently reviewing what planning Enforcement options are available to it,and will work with Bridgnorth Town Council,Historic England and others to find a better future for the building.

That concludes my report.
Nick Hignett.
