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MINSTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
(MPC)
Chairman  Cllr Geoff Rogers       Website:  www.minsterley.org.uk         see Meetings page  January 2026 
MINUTES 2601
Tues 14th JANUARY 2026


0.
In Memorandum: Chairman, Geoff Rogers, shared sad news of  the recent passing of previous Parish Councillor, Donald Lehmann. The Chair reported that he has sent a card of condolences to Donald's family on behalf of Minsterley Parish Council.
NOTED 
F.
OPEN FORUM  
NOTES 
F.1
Severn Trent’s Community Flood Team  Phil Mark, Severn Trent’s Community Flooding Officer for Shropshire gave an overview of this new team and his role within Severn Trent. He advised that his role will be both reactive, attending flooding events as they happen and proactive, working with local specialists and flood action groups to understand local flooding issues, to be a point of contact and working together to try and find solutions where possible. 
NOTED 

Phil Mark requested a site meeting to further discuss the main flooding issues within the Parish. He will email the Clerk with some dates for a site meeting with Cllr Doug Jones, MFAG Member, The Chair, Geoff Rogers, and SC Cllr Nick Hignett. 
IN HAND 
1.
ATTENDANCE   at MPC Routine Meeting 2601 held at 7.00pm in Minsterley Parish Hall  SY5 0EH 
1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs:   Chair Geoff Rogers,  Vice Chair Doug Jones,  Nick Hignett,  Anthony Potter,  Matthew Davies,  Liz Penrose,  Sarah Wallace-Johnson,  Angus Little.  Plus Parish Clerk Ian A. Hutchinson, Clerical Assistant Sebrina, Phil Mark Severn Trent’s Community Flooding Officer for Shropshire.
CONFIRMED 
1.2
Apologies  from Cllrs:  Geoff Parry.
CONFIRMED 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  NONE were received or required.
CONFIRMED 
3.
MINUTES 2512   from Tues 9 Dec 2026:  checked for accuracy then Chair signed.
CONFIRMED 
3.1
Progress Reports  from any previous Meetings:  
     a)
Park Turn corner is continuing to deteriorate, the gully is not draining the rain water effectively causing highway flooding issues on this blind corner. The Clerk has reported the matter to SC many times on fix my street and their current response is that they have arranged for the required work to take place to resolve the issue. It was suggested that the MPC ask SC to place flood warning signs in the verges to alert motorist to potential flood water on the highway. Clerk to pursue.
CLERK 
4.
PLANNING   including any late items received after the distribution of this Agenda

4.1
25/03964/FUL  Holly House  Andy Jones  Addition of first floor rooms to rear second storey. 
 


SC Cllr Nick Hignett stated that the Planning Officer for this case presented responses to him for his and MPC concerns regarding this planning. The Planning Officer responded that the metal cladding will be changed to wooden and that the SC Flooding Team had no concerns regarding this area which they claim is in flooding zone 2. However, MPC Members advised that this area does frequently flood and they have photographic evidence of this and MFAG claim that this area is in fact zone 1. Members will send relevant photos to SC Cllr Nick Hignett who will forward them to the Planning Officer and respond to her comments.  
IN HAND 
5.
PARISH  

5.1
Safety Checks   a) Defibrillator Check:  OK  b) Play Areas Check:  OK  
CONFIRMED 
5.2
Parish Reports   The Square.  Shelters.  Lights.  Play area.  Field.  Paths.  Roads.  Others. 
 
     a)
Square: Branches have come down in the storm. Chair will ask Tony Bishton to tidy the area.
AGREED 
     b)
Bench by fuel station leg is rotten. Paul Stealey has quoted £200 for removal, repair and re-installation.  Chair will ask him to proceed.
AGREED 
     c)
Footpath 32 surface repairs are needed. The Clerk has already reported the issue to SC.
NOTED 
     d)
Hedge damaged and obstructing footpath where the tree came down at Minsterley Hall opposite the Toll House on Leigh Road. Clerk will ask Minsterley Hall to repair as needed.
CLERK 
     e)
Christmas Lights: the upgraded mains lighting was very effective and it was proposed to get a quote from Potters Electrical to wire in the two ends of the Parish Hall so that the xmas trees/lights can be extended next year to the brackets at both ends of the Hall. Clerk to pursue.
AGREED 
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5.
PARISH  continued...

     f)
Local Nature Recovery: The Chair and Cllr Sarah Wallace-Johnson gave an update on the biodiversity cluster. Cllr Sarah also raised an idea for planting a strip of wildflowers on the grass by the Callow play area. The Chair and Cllr  Sarah will take a look at this area to come up with a proposal. Cllr Sarah will draft a  Biodiversity Policy and Plan for MPC using a template that she has been given.
DEFERRED 
     g)
Bus Shelter time table: Cllr Matthew Davies kindly offered to purchase a suitable sheet of perspex so that the timetable can be placed on the board. The Chair volunteered to send him the measurements.
IN HAND 
     h)
Parish Streetlights No. 72 and 72a on Plox Green Road are out. The Clerk has already asked Potters Electrical to attend and repair as needed.
NOTED 
     i)
SC Streetlight Column No. 6 is out and the ANPR camera on this column is no longer working. The Clerk  has already reported the matter to SC, Kier will attend to check and fix the issue. Clerk will follow up with Charles Pedrick to get the ANPR camera back on line once the mains supply has been restored. 
NOTED 
5.3
Minsterley Flood Action Group  a) Cllr Doug Jones gave a verbal report including work being done with Chester University who want to put electronic monitoring devices to measure water levels in the Minsterley  Brook tributaries. 
NOTED 
5.4
Play Areas  regulations strongly recommend routine, operational and annual inspections.

     a)
Callow Lane Toddlers Play Area  consider decommissioning vs ongoing maintenance and inspection costs. There was initial discussions of the options. Decommissioning due to the rubber matting is very expensive and an idea of changing the site to an eco area and removing the play equipment at end of life could be an option and could be included in MPC's local nature recovery policy. It was raised that planning permission may be needed to change the use of this area. SC Cllr Nick Hignett offered to query this with SC Planning and asked the Clerk to send him the location details.
CLERK 
     b)
Inspection Schedule  consider Ray Parry's quote for £50+VAT per site for quarterly operational inspections and £360+VAT for annual RoSPA inspection. Cllr Nick Hignett suggested that MPC could accept Ray Parry's package for 12 months whilst a feasibility study is done on the three play areas.
UNANIMOUS 
6.
ADMIN   

6.1
Bank Balance at 16 Dec '25 = £54,784.88  see Lloyds-26 and Cashbook-26 sent to all Cllrs. 
CONFIRMED 
6.2
Payroll Agent  consider transferring this role to Wendy Allen of WSA Accounting to make quarterly tax returns for the Clerk's pay at £280 p.a. MPC APPROVED this change from 1st April 2026.
UNANIMOUS 
7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 2601   Tues 13 January 2026  Year-26  were duly APPROVED. 
UNANIMOUS 
	Year
	Ref
	DATE
	MINUTE
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	CREDITS
	DEBITS

	26
	71
	14-Jan-26
	2601-7.1
	Parish Hall  Gift toward floor repairs
	GIFTS
	-
	3,000.00

	26
	72
	14-Jan-26
	2601-7.2
	Potters Electrical Street Lamp 50 Repair Dec 2025
	LIGHTS
	-
	204.00

	26
	73
	14-Jan-26
	2601-7.3
	Pryce  village work Jan 2026
	CARETKR 
	-
	282.00

	26
	74
	14-Jan-26
	2601-7.4
	Shropshire Council Election Fees May 2025
	FEES
	-
	125.00


8.
NEXT MEETING 2602   to be held on Tues 10 Feb 2026 at 7.00pm in Minsterley Parish Hall 
NOTED 
9.
OTHER MATTERS  not specified on this Agenda may be raised at the Chairman's discretion. 
NOTES 
9.1
Streetlight Inspection Report: The Clerk stated that this has now been received from Potters Electrical. All 80 streetlight columns passed and a 2 years inspection schedule recommended. The Clerk will forward the report to all Members.
CLERK 

MEETING 2601  CLOSED    8.45 pm     duration:  one hour and 45 minutes.
CONFIRMED 
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