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Rector:   Rev. Greg Smith  

  (day off - Friday) 

 The Deanery, Pontesbury 

 07902 794653   

 rectorpontstip@gmail.com 

 

Curate:   Rev. Richard Lonsdale 

 (day off - Tuesday) 

 The New Vicarage, Minsterley 

 07922 830488 

 richardlonsdale1@gmail.com  

 

Associate Minister: Rev. Fran Brealey 

  (days off - Mon, Fri, Sat) 

  07982 324760 

  revfran@btinternet.com 

 

Church Wardens   

 Susan Lockwood  07854 110271 

 Sarah Edwards  07971 984925 

 

Treasurer   

 Mike Bowen  07826 061054  
 mintreasure@btinternet.com   

 

Church services this month 

 

  

Sun 6th  10.30am Holy Communion 

Sun 13th  10.30am Holy Communion  

Sun 20th  10.30am “Minsterley Praise”     

         

Sun 27th 4.00pm Tea Time service in the  

    Parish Hall 

 

The Minsterley Parish Magazine is published by Holy Trinity Church. 

e-mail:  MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com. 

Editor:  David Young   Tel: 01743 537081 

Copy date is the 20th of the preceding month  

Holy Trinity Church,   

Minsterley 

other events this month (see page . .) 

 

Tue 1st Ichthus Bible Study (p17) 

Thu 3rd  Knitter Natter (EVERY Thursday) (p20) 

 

Tues 8th Oasis meeting (p13) 

  Parish Council meeting (p21) 

  Minsterley Meadows meeting (p17) 

Wed 9th Hope & Shelve Harvest supper (p26) 

  Minsterley Meadows meeting (p17) 

Fri 11th Harvest Concert (p15) 

Sat 12th Autumn Tidy Up (p3) 

 

Mon 14th Crafty Monday (p7) 

Tue 15th Ichthus Bible Study (p17) 

  The Gathering (p11) 

Wed 16th u3a Open Meeting (p13) 

 

Sun 20th Choral Evensong (p4) 

Tue 22nd  Oasis meeting (p13) 

Fri 25th  Stuart Carter in concert (p7) 

Sat 26th Middleton concert (p20) 

  Final opening at Trading Post (p21) 

 

Sun 27th All Souls’ service, Hope (p26) 

Weekly events in the church 

Mondays  3.30pm Youth Café (p7) 

Tuesdays  10.00am Foodbank (p11) 

Wednesdays   10.00am   Coffee Hub (p11) 

Thursdays    10.00am  Trinity Tots  

 

mailto:richardlonsdale1@gmail.com
mailto:revfran@btinternet.com
mailto:mintreasure@btinternet.com
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Liftin up our eyes 

 As part of the year’s Ride & Stride, I recently 

completed a walk round the six churches of the 

Pontesbury and Stiperstones group, raising money in 

aid of the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust, and to 

support Holy Trinity Hope and All Saints Shelve. 

 Ride + Stride is a national event, the largest 

source of income for many Historic Churches Trusts 

which enables them to make financial grants to   

places of Christian worship. In Shropshire there are 

over 300 Anglican churches in regular use and many 

churches and chapels of other denominations. As we 

know, responsibility for the maintenance and repair 

of our churches falls upon parishes; our church 

buildings are not maintained or financed by the 

Church Commissioners, Diocese or State. So grants 

from the Trust and others are vitally necessary to 

help with the cost of repairs.    

 Many churches are Listed Buildings, which 

means they are of architectural and historic interest. 

But for those of us who worship in them, or who 

attend at significant moments in our lives for      

baptisms, weddings, or funerals of loved ones, they 

of course mean much more. When Jacob awoke 

from his dream of the ladder to heaven, he said, 

‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know 

it’ (Genesis 28 v16).  For many, church buildings are 

places to meet with God in a special way, whether 

during worship together, or sitting on our own in 

the silence.  

 Visiting each of the churches in our group on 

foot rather than by car as I usually do, gave me the 

opportunity to appreciate better each within their 

own distinct setting and community, arriving at 

walking pace, often using footpaths or bridle paths 

which predate our modern roads, and so seeing 

things from a different angle.  

 Rowan Williams’ little book ‘Being Disciples’ 

which I have been re-reading recently, speaks of the 

quality of expectancy,  that watching and listening 

to what is around us, in the belief that at any      

moment we might see something of God. That can 

be true as we read the Bible, as we walk our local 

footpaths, as we deal with whatever tasks face us 

every day, and as we worship in our churches. 

 But Williams goes on to talk about the       

expectancy to which we are called when we look at 

one another. He admits this is not always easy:  ‘Yet 

it can’t be said too often that the first thing … to 

think of when in the presence of another         

Christian ... is: what is God giving me through this 

person?’  The way our churches are organised in 

parishes, deaneries and denominations may seem a 

bit random, and we may sometimes find working 

together challenging, even within our own         

congregations, let alone more widely or when we 

disagree.  

 Yet with this kind of expectancy, we can     

approach each other ready to receive what Jesus has 

to give us, prepared to see things and people from a 

different angle. And sometimes, like Jacob, we will 

be able to say, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I 

did not know.’  

Rev Fran Brealey 

 

“Being Disciples: Essentials of the Christian Life,”  

Rowan Williams 2016,  is published by SPCK 

You can find out more about the Shropshire Historic 

Churches Trust at https://shropshirehct.org.uk 

Autumn Tidy Up 

 Our annual autumn church tidy up is taking 

place on Saturday 12th October. If you can help - 

outside and/or inside - please let me know on 

07971 984925 or just turn up at 9.30am on the 

day.  

 If you can bring tools for cutting back, 

sweeping up, raking leaves, cleaning, etc. that 

would also be appreciated. Coffee and cake will 

be provided of course!  

Sarah Edwards 

Cancelled 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

Rural Dean:  Rev Greg Smith 

telephone: 07902 794653 •  email: rectorpontstip@gmail.com 

Deanery News editor:  Alison Bebb.   Email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com.  

Copy to be submitted by 10
th
 of previous month please. 

The wonder of God's creation and promises 

 

 This summer, my wife, Emma and I had the 

privilege of visiting her sister in Vancouver.  

 It was our first time to that city, and it was 

very enjoyable. We wanted to do something      

adventurous, and had booked ourselves on a five 

day kayak expedition.  On the first day we met with 

our guides and the other six kayakers, and in a    

drizzly rain we loaded our canoes with enough  

supplies and equipment for the five days. We then 

set off from Quarta Island to the north east of   

Vancouver island and started a circular route around 

the neighbouring islands. It was a fantastic trip.  

Taking everything that we needed for five days   

including our drinking water made me think how in 

our life at home we are dependent on everything 

being on tap and readily available. For the next four 

nights we camped at different sites, each with their 

own and differing latrine facilities. There were of 

course no warm showers!  The food we were 

served was amazing which was a huge credit to the 

company, Wild Coasts, especially considering that 

we carried it all with us and no one became ill!  

 We felt very close to the nature around us, 

especially being so low in the water. Seals were in 

abundance and I loved the way they took an       

interest in us, following us and popping up to look 

at us, coming close when we swam in the sea. We 

caught a glimpse of porpoises as a group passed by,  

and a spray of a whale. The sea shore was full of 

differing star fish and other sea life and over all was 

the sense that we were touching land that the First 

Nations had looked after and loved for centuries.  

 One night as I got out of our small tent to 

find the loo I took my binoculars with me and spent 

thirty minutes marvelling at the stars I could see. 

The moon was a sliver, there was no light pollution 

and the Milky Way was very clear;  it was          

absolutely stunning. I was particularly struck by the 

fact that when I looked through the binoculars the 

number of stars dramatically increased and there 

was a sense of the depth of space. It made me want 

to look through a telescope and look even further.  

 

 In Genesis we read of God promising      

Abraham that his descendants would be more     

numerous than the stars. Although Abraham would 

have been able to see them without any light      

pollution he would not have had the luxury of a 

pair of binoculars. What strikes me about this is that 

God knows exactly how many stars there are even 

those we are only just beginning to discover now. 

God knows all of them. So in his promise to     

Abraham he was promising something far more 

than Abraham could ever perceive. When God 

makes a promise to us we do not always understand 

the fullness and the depth of that promise. God in 

his love, in his generosity, explodes it far beyond 

our imagination. I hope and pray that you will 

know God’s promises for you today and the     

awesome vastness of them. 

Rev Graham Phillips 



 www.stiperstoneschurches.org.uk   Page 5 

 

World News . . . . 
 

. . . .or “some of the items you are not likely to see this week on the TV news” 

News items reproduced with permission from the Barnabas Aid.   For more information go to barnabasaid.org. 

Myanmar believers celebrate the end 

of a long wait for Bibles 

 

 When I received the S’gaw Karen Bible, I was 

so happy that I cried,” said 17-year-old “Sandar”. 

She is one of the many Christians in isolated regions 

of Myanmar that Barnabas has enabled to receive 

their own copy of the Bible, in many cases, like   

Sandar, for the very first time.   “This is beyond my 

dreams and thinking, because I never thought Bibles 

would be distributed for free on our island,” Sandar 

continued.  

 Barnabas funded the transportation of 94,000 

Bibles to Christians in Myanmar, who continue to 

suffer violent persecution from the military. The first 

shipment of 50,000 Bibles, in the S’gaw Karen    

language, was successfully distributed in February 

and March. Distribution of the remaining 44,000 

began in May and is still ongoing.  

 We are working with a local Christian partner 

to deliver the Bibles, which each include a hymnal 

of Christian songs, to Karen Christians living in    

impoverished rural areas including islands and other 

isolated locations that are very difficult to access. 

 “Arkar”, a 45-year-old islander who makes his 

living as a fisherman, said “I wanted to read the  

Bible, but on our island there were no Bibles even 

to buy, and 95 percent of the Christians on our   

island had never even seen a Bible.” Now that 

Arkar has been provided with God’s Word, he    

always brings his Bible when he goes fishing on the 

sea, and whenever he has opportunity, reads it 

while on his fishing boat.  

 The Scriptures have transformed Arkar’s    

family. “After we read the Bible together in our 

family, we are happy in spirit,” he declares.   “My 

two sons are now going to church,” he adds. “The 

Word of God changed our family from a disunited 

family to a family united in Christ. Thanks for your 

greatest gift to our family.”  

 The distribution of Bibles has impacted the 

younger generation significantly, motivating young 

people to deepen their relationship to God. “We 

are reading together and discussing together when 

we have time, especially in the mornings,” Sandar 

says. “Since we received the Bibles, we are growing 

in faith. Now, many of our young people are      

motivated by the Word of God and many more 

have started coming to church.”  

 “Dedan” was just nine years old in 2008 

when both his parents and his three brothers were 

all killed in Cyclone Nargis. In his teenage years he 

found comfort in his Christian faith, a faith that was 

nourished when he had opportunity to borrow and 

read his pastor’s Bible. He started praying fervently 

to be able to buy a Bible.    “After eight years, God 

answered beyond my prayers,” Dedan explains. 

“My prayer was to be able to buy a Bible, but God 

answered me by giving me a free Bible with a   

hymnal. How great is our Almighty God!”  

 His joy at receiving a copy of God’s Word is 

clear to see. “Even though I live in a bamboo house, 

my eternal house is in heaven. Thanks for your 

wonderful and amazing gift of Bibles to me and 

other needy people in our village and other places 

in our region. God bless you all.”  

 “Hayma”, an 82-year-old widow, also       

suffered huge personal loss in Cyclone Nargis – 

when the cyclone struck her village, her husband 

and all their seven children were among many who 

died.    Her faith remained undimmed. She had 

been praying to receive God’s Word since she was 

19, and never gave up hope.    “Our God always 

has the best plan for us, and He never forgets our 

prayers,” she said. “I strongly believed that God 

would answer my prayers to own a Bible before I 

died.   Now, every day, I read the Bible, and I am 

the happiest and most joyful widow in the world,” 

she declares. “Even though my husband and all my 

children died, and I live alone in a bamboo tent, I 

am happy, because God has given His peace to 

me.”   
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MINSTERLEY  

PARISH HALL 

Available for hire 

EXCELLENT FACILITIES 

 

FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK, CONTACT 

Gill Gawthorne 

TELEPHONE 07775 334661 or  

email: minsterleyparishhall@gmail.com 

Footcare in your home. 

Robert Bland S.A.C. Dip. R.F.H.P 

Tel: 07368230473 

Email:- bobbland04@yahoo.co.uk 

BCE Davies - General Builder 

Extensions – Alterations 

Plastering – Brickwork 

Stonework – Building Maintenance 

 

Tel: 01743 791784  
Mobile: 07713 906263 or 07946 571726 

 

42 Linley Avenue, Pontesbury, SY5 0TL 

Email: bcedavies@btinternet.comWebsite: 
www. Bcedavies.co.uk 

The Flower Shop,  Minsterley 

 

3 Station Road,  Minsterley 

01743 791860 
 

For all your floral requirements, 
 fresh eggs and a small selection of groceries. 

We are open as follows 

Tuesday – Friday: 9.00am – 4.00pm 

Saturday:  9.00am – 12 noon 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Please support our advertisers 

mailto:bcedavies@btinternet.com
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THE LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 

 

SMITHS BUTCHERS MINSTERLEY 

HOLLY HOUSE, MINSTERLEY,  SY5 0BA 
 

01743 791863  

minsterley.butchers@facebook.com 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS WHICH CAN 

BE DELIVERED FREE OF CHARGE. 

 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS 

ON FACEBOOK OR ON MY ADVERTISING 

BOARD OUTSIDE THE SHOP 

Please support our advertisers 

mailto:minsterley.butchers@facebook.com
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Puzzle Page 

Wordsearch 

All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening 

 

 Modern Halloween celebrations have 

their roots in pre-Christian times.  In those 

long-ago days, on the last night of October, 

the Druid priests celebrated the Festival of 

Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  They lit great 

bonfires and performed magic rites to ward 

off the dark supernatural powers of oncoming 

winter.  Today, Christians turn to prayer    

instead of charms to overcome the powers of 

darkness.   And the deeper, true meaning of 

All Hallows’ Eve, should not be forgotten.  As 

Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when 

we remember and give thanks for our loved 

ones and for others who have gone before us 

through the gates of death. 

All 

Hallows 

Halloween 

Druid 

Priests 

Festival 

Samhain 

Bonfires 

Magic 

Dark 

Supernatural 

Powers 

Winter 

Christians 

Prayer 

Charms 

Deeper 

True 

Eve 

Closer 

Christ 

Thanks 

Loved 

Death  

Gone 

Worship is no longer worship when it reflects the 

culture around us more than the Christ within us.  

      - Tozer 

 

Never undertake more Christian service that you 

can cover by believing prayer.  - Alan Redpath 

 

We do the works, but God works in us the doing 

of the works.     - Augustine 

 

A time will come when instead of shepherds   

feeding the sheep, the Church will have clowns 

entertaining the goats.     

      - Spurgeon 
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Please support our advertisers 



 www.stiperstoneschurches.org.uk   Page 11 

 

We are now an independent service! 

 

 Rea Valley Foodbank is now operating as an 

independent service after being supported by 

Shrewsbury Foodbank PLUS  since September 

2022.  Our primary purpose remains to provide 

food for those in need in the Rea Valley 

(Pontesbury, Minsterley, Hanwood, Westbury, 

Snailbeach, Stiperstones, Worthen and beyond). 

  

 Clients will continue to use the same referral 

method by contacting Greg (07902 794653) or 

Richard (07922 830488),  or you can still be   

referred by your GP, school, social/health worker 

or other support agencies. 

 

 Parcels will continue to be available from  

Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley, SY5 0AA, on 

Tuesdays between 10.00am-12noon and 

St George’s Church, Pontesbury, SY5 0PS, on 

Thursdays between 10.00am-12noon. 

 

 We will need more support than ever, and 

food donations along with pet food, nappies and 

toiletries, can be left at Minsterley Morrisons, 

Minsterley Methodist Church and Holy Trinity 

Minsterley.  Warmest thanks for your support. 

 

 We are especially grateful to those new  

supporters who have pledged monthly donations 

which have enabled us to embark on this new  

exciting phase of our journey.  Financial donations 

may be made to  

Rea Valley Foodbank, sort code 51-61-06, account 

no. 76841804, Reference “Donor.”  Thank you. 

Val Sinclair 

CHESHIRE CATS by Gail Young 

 

 Abbey Foregate Church Drama Group will 

perform Cheshire Cats on Wednesday 30th Oct to 

Saturday 2nd Nov, at 7.30pm at our usual venue, 

St. Nicholas’ Hall.  Tickets cost £12 (£6 for under 

16s) and can be obtained through the Drama Group 

website on info@abbeydrama.com or by ringing 

the Drama Group phone (07951 862881) or Robert 

Currie (01743 790 123).  

 

Helen Bryant and Robert Currie 

mailto:info@abbeydrama.com
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Please support our advertisers 
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STRENGTH &  

STABILITY CLASS 

FOR AGES 60+ 
 

 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 

at Minsterley Parish Hall 

    

Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 

Pontesbury 

 

Booking is essential. 

    

Contact Dan Lewis on 07904 338 791 

or  

Please support our advertisers 

 
 
 
 
 

If you’re experiencing: 
low self esteem, stress, anxiety, depression, 

parenting issues,  grief/loss, including pet loss, 
divorce/separation. 

I can help 
 

I provide a sanctuary for you to feel heard, 
accepted and valued. 

I've helped lots of people during the past 10 years 
as a fully qualified counsellor. 

 
I offer a free 20 minute informal phone chat 

without obligation for you to ask any questions. 
Counselling is the ultimate in self care and confidential. 

 
 

Contact Susie Harris 07958 794265 
Email: office@presencecounselling.co.uk 
Website: www.presencecounselling.co.uk 
Accredited Professional 
No: NCS23 021248 

mailto:office@presencecounselling.co.uk
http://www.presencecounselling.co.uk
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Bible Readings in Holy Trinity Church Minsterley this month 

Here are the Bible passages we plan to read in our church services this month: 

 

Illuminate  

18 Wyle Cop 

Shrewsbury 

SY1 1XB 

Bibles,  Christian books, 

greetings cards, 

large second-hand bookstall. 

01743 233657 

www.illuminatebooks.org.uk    

Hillcrest Manor Nursing Home 

Christmas Craft Fair 

10am - 1pm 

Saturday 16th November 

 

A warm welcome awaits you at our craft fair. 

Join us for all your festive treats and gifts! 

Raffle, craft stalls, tombola, face painting, 
cakes, mulled wine and lots more. 

 

 

More information from Sally. 

E-mail: activities.hm@capitalcaregroup.co.uk 

Westbury WI Open Meeting 
Wednesday 13th November 

7pm – 9pm 
 
 
 

Join us for a spooky 
performance of  

 

Dickens 

Ghost Stories  
 
 

by Crowd of 2 Theatre Company  
 

featuring Russell Kennedy 
 
 
 

Visitors very welcome! 
 

Free to Westbury WI Members 
£5 for all visitors to include refreshments 

Date OT Reading Epistle Gospel 

6
th
 October 2 Chronicles 7:11-18  Psalm 24 Mark 13:1-9 

13
th
 October Amos 5:6-7,10-15 Ephesians 5:8-21 Mark 10:17-31 

27
th
 October Psalm 19:7-14  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5  John 5:36b-47  

My six-year-old son was excited about choosing his 

Halloween costume. "I’m going to be the Pope," he 

announced proudly. 

 

“But Ian, you can’t be the Pope. You’re not     

Catholic,” I explained. “You’re Church of England.” 

 

My son was silent for a few moments, while he 

considered his alternatives. “Well, is Dracula 

Church of England?” 

http://www.illuminatebooks.org.uk/
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S.P. GARDENING SERVICES 

 

For all your gardening needs we offer a full service 
and we are Environment Agency Registered 

          

Hedges     Shrubs     Weeding 

 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing    Lawn Treatment    Turfing 

o            

For a free quotation please contact Steve 01743791716  or 07868 701704 

spgardenservices@outlook.com.  Local family business in Minsterley 

Please support our advertisers 

mailto:spgardenservices@outlook.com
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/lawn-care/lgen/lawn-mowing-patterns.htm&psig=AOvVaw17kJNil0KMNg4k1B6xHXIt&ust=1609511846212000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCXlIG5-O0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://everlush.co.uk/services/&psig=AOvVaw3qrmfJrMb0iBrx3zkmiYL3&ust=1609512455364000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjc8qO7-O0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.affordablelandscaping-hull.co.uk/services/turfing-lawn-installers-hull.html&psig=AOvVaw25sMbdoxdWK5OzgwVvq0wQ&ust=1609512192122000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCID1lKa6-O0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.theenglishgarden.co.uk/expert-advice/remove-weeds-without-chemicals-2/&psig=AOvVaw2gkoEx7OJWodx_FfGOvnqX&ust=1609512130740000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDSiYm6-O0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://gardenerspath.com/plants/ornamentals/best-shrubs-for-hedges/&psig=AOvVaw3LUZvcBmEuG_rzsA99Qa_2&ust=1609511808967000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCoz--4-O0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Landscape-plants-maintenance-strong-garden/dp/B075PBB6BY&psig=AOvVaw2YRnEFaQ3zA8q1-jOTCmJF&ust=1609511733561000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNiM6cu4-O0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
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ICHTHUS 

 

 

 Come and join our informal Bible study group.    Enjoy the opportunity to ask, contribute or just 

listen - whatever helps us to grow in our understanding of our Christian faith.  Meetings start at 2.30pm. 

Liz Jackson 01743 791352 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

Psalm 119 : 105 

SAVING MINSTERLEY MEADOWS 

  

Two dates for a presentation on 

Green Winged Orchids and  

Minsterley Meadows appeal  

by Pete Carty, 

Marches Meadow Group 

  

  

Tuesday 8
th
  October  

Stiperstones Inn – 7.30pm start 

https://www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk/ 

   

Wednesday 9
th
 October 

Crown & Sceptre – 7.30pm start 

Station Rd, Minsterley, SY5 0BA. 

  

Free Entry, donations welcome and please consider 

making a pledge. 

  

How do I make my pledge? 

Pledge your support now by email to: 

info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk 

 

or by post to: 

Middle Marches Community Land Trust 

Enterprise House 

Bishops Castle 

SY9 5AQ 

MINSTERLEY MEADOWS APPEAL DEADLINE 

 

 A lot has been happening since our first public 

meeting way back in January.  Following a second 

public meeting and the campaign launch we have 

had numerous local fundraising events, including 

raffles and a stall at Minsterley Show.   

 At the time of writing we have raised 

£149,326 towards our total of £240,000 but we 

need to find the rest by mid-October. Could you 

possibly help us to reach our goal by making a 

pledge either by email at: 

info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk;  

via our website: 

 https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/

minsterley-meadows-appeal/; 

or by sponsoring an orchid?   

 If you purchase one of Sarah Jameson’s      

delightful cards (a painting of a lovely purple Green-

winged Orchid) for £5 all the money raised goes to 

support the Minsterley Meadows Appeal.  To order 

please email:  

 info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk. 

                                                                                                     

 The nationally scarce Green-Winged Orchids, 

prolific in these flower-rich fields, form the largest 

site in Shropshire. The meadows themselves, which 

are enjoyed by local people, have been designated 

as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  These are 

now extremely rare habitats as, sadly, we have lost 

97% of our native wild flower meadows.  Your 

help with our campaign to protect these extremely 

special meadows, which are right on our doorstep in 

our own local area, would be greatly appreciated. 

 Many thanks, 

 

 Minsterley Meadows Working Group; 

 Middle Marches Community Land Trust 

October 1st Brookfield    Waterwheel Mark 10:2-16,  Ephesians 5:18-21, Genesis 2:18-24 

October 15th The Blessing   Snailbeach Mark 10:35-45,  Ephesians 6:10-20, Isaiah 53:4-12 

https://www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk/
mailto:info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk
mailto:info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/minsterley-meadows-appeal/
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/minsterley-meadows-appeal/
mailto:info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk
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GRS 
CLEANING 
SERVICES 

WINDOWS         CONSERVATORIES      GUTTER CLEANING 

PATIOS / DRIVE WAYS   CARAVAN / MOTORHOMES 

SOLAR PANELS                 CARPET CLEANING 

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Home 01743 791829;   Mobile 07947114843 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

 
 

 Hair by Jen  

 3 Station Road, Minsterley 

. 

Jenny and Stacey offer a friendly service including 
foils, tints, perms, cut and blow drys, etc. 

 
Open: Tuesday 9am-3pm 

  Wednesday 9am-6pm  
  Thursday 9am-9pm  (late night!) 

  Friday 9am-4pm 
 

Appointments advisable: call 01743 792548 or drop in. 

 

Please support our advertisers 
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Rea Valley Foodbank    07902 794653 

Food parcels available locally in Minsterley and          

Pontesbury.  Referral needed. 

 

Community Good Neighbours,  Rea Valley 

      07944 891953  

Get in touch with a local Good Neighbour for a friendly 

chat, small errands and support to stay active and       

connected within the community.   

 

Pontesbury Community and Care Co-ordinator 

01743 790325 or e-mail h.tazewell@nhs.net  

Helen Tazewell can give assistance to patients of all ages 

in need of help, support and advice by signposting to 

other useful services.   She works Monday and     

Wednesday locally. 

 

Healthy Shropshire    0345 678 9025  

Shropshire Council telephone line for information and 

advice on a healthy lifestyle, including smoking, alcohol, 

weight, exercise and other matters.  

   

Shrewsbury Food Hub  Shrewsburyfoodhub.org.uk  

Surplus food share tables across Shrewsbury.                 

See Facebook page for venue details. 

 

Shrewsbury “foodbank PLUS”  07421 745857  

Food parcels, debt advice, returning to work, digital  

Inclusion, life skills.  Referral needed. 

   

Citizens Advice Shropshire     0344 499 1100  

Confidential advice and help to solve problems with 

debt, benefits,  housing,  legal matters & employment. 

Need help claiming Universal Credit?  Call their         

dedicated Help to Claim helpline,   0800 144 8444 

 

Keep Shropshire Warm      0800 112 3743  

Advice and grants for people struggling with heating and 

energy bills. 

 

Shropshire Council Housing Support   0345 678 9005  

Support on all housing matters particularly rentals and 

homelessness.  

 

Shropshire Mental Health Support 01743 368647 

Mental health support.  

 

Shropshire Recovery Partnership   01743 294700 

Drugs and alcohol support. 

 

Shropshire Rural Support    0300 123 2825 

Confidential support during periods of anxiety and stress, 
and with problems relating to family and business.  See web-
site shropshireruralsupport.org.uk. 

 

Samaritans     116 123  

Free 24/7 confidential support whatever you are going 

through.  r you're going through, call us free any time, 
from any phone 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Helpline  0300 303 1191  

Support for anyone suffering from domestic violence. 

 

West Mercia Women’s Aid   0800 783 1359  

24hr helpline for women and children suffering from 

domestic violence.  

 

Shropshire Carers’ Support Service 01743 341995  

Wide range of support for unpaid carers.  

 

Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin  01743 233123  

Confidential advice for older people, their families and 

carers.  

Local organisations offering help and support 

 Here are some contact details you might find useful.   This page was updated in January 2022,  but if 

you find anything to be out of date,  incorrect or not relevant please let the editor know.  Likewise please 

share details of any other group which can offer support to local residents.  Thank you.  

 

dDiY 

Would you rather not D.I.Y. ? 

Why not let me D.I.f.Y. ? 

Handyman -  as recommended by the editor 

of the Minsterley Parish Magazine. 

Some jobs too large 
- no job too small. 

 

   David Young:  01743 537081 

   ddiymobile@gmail.com 
 

“If a job’s worth doing,  it’s worth dDiY.” 
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Minsterley Parish Council 

  

 The roadway between Minsterley bridge and 

the mini roundabout by the Toll House will be 

closed for carriageway repairs from Wednesday, 

16
th
 October to Thursday 17

th
 October, between 

9.30am - 2.45 pm. 

 The Parish agreed again to write to Shropshire 

Council regarding the names put forward for the 

new development at Hall Farm.  The site is being 

built on land which was part of Hall Farm and the 

Parish feels that the name ‘HALL FARM CLOSE’ 

should be adopted. 

 A meeting with our new M.P. Julia Buckley 

has been held to discuss the problems of flooding in 

the Parish.  A further meeting is being arranged for 

early October 2024. 

 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be 

held on Tuesday 8
th
 October at 7.00pm in         

Minsterley Parish Hall. 

 Geoff Rogers 

Chairman,  Minsterley Parish Council 

www.minsterley.org.uk 

To contact the parish council please e-mail:   

clerk@minsterley.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Garden & Craft Show 

 Our annual Show was held on Saturday 24th 

August.  Poor weather conditions this year resulted 

in a lower number of entries in the Flower, Fruit 

and Veg categories but the Art, Handicraft and 

Cookery sections were well supported.  It was good 

to see that there was a large number of new       

exhibitors, some of whom are new to the village, so 

we look forward to seeing everyone again next 

year. 

 

Xmas Meal 

 This will be held on the evening of Tuesday 

3rd December. As our usual venue is no longer 

available we are looking into an alternative and will 

let people know as soon as we can.  It would be 

good to gauge the level of interest so if you are   

calling in to the Trading Post please let us know if 

you would like to attend. 

 

The Trading Post 

 We will be closing for our winter break at the 

end of October so be sure to call in and get        

everything that you will need for the garden over 

the winter months.  We are open every Saturday 

from 9.30am to 12noon until the end of the month, 

and will be able to take bookings for the Xmas meal 

after that. 

 

 

Rob Dixon  

robedixon@btopenworld.com 

MINSTERLEY 59 CLUB WINNERS 

Draw 34 21st August No. 58 Miriam Nichol 

Draw 35 28
th
 August No. 30 Margaret Wainwright 

Draw 36 4
th
 Sept No. 17 Judith Matthews 

Draw 37 11
th
 Sept No. 28 David Wainwright 

With Halloween in mind …   

 

If you don’t believe in the devil’s existence, just try 

resisting him for a while.  - Charles G Finney 

 

Satan is not fighting churches; he is joining them. He 

does more harm by sowing tares than by pulling up 

wheat. He accomplishes more by imitation than by 

outright opposition.    -Vance Havner 

mailto:clerk@minsterley.org.uk
mailto:robedixon@btopenworld.com
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BISHOPS CASTLE & RURAL  

Safer Neighbourhood Team  

(covers all our magazine area except Minsterley) 

 

Twitter: @SouthShropCops      

Email: bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch 

SHREWSBURY RURAL WEST 

 Safer Neighbourhood team 

(covers Minsterley) 

 

 

Twitter: @ShrewsburyCops   

Email:  shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Police contact numbers 

Emergency:  999 

Non Emergency: 101 

Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 

Website:   www.westmercia.police.uk 
 

Report online: www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ 

CRIME/INCIDENTS OF NOTE REPORTED  

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONE 

16
th
 July 2024 – 15

th
 September 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 

Harassment    Chirbury    

Public order offence  

Victim has disturbed 3 males acting in 

a suspect manner and they have    

become abusive and threatening. 

Snailbeach  
03.20hrs 31

st
 July.                       

Linked to below burglary  

Burglary  Pit bike and tools stolen from shed . Pennerley  Overnight 30
th
 – 31

st
 July   

Burglary  

Quad bike moved from farm out-

building, quad abandoned in nearby 

field, damage caused to ignition . 

Brockton  Early hours 24
th
 July  

Criminal damage  Occurred at care home. Chirbury    

 

 

 

 

 

Shropshire Hills Conservation Fund --           

Open for Applications 

 

 The Shropshire Hills Conservation Fund is a 

small grant pot to support practical projects that 

help to conserve, enhance and raise awareness of 

the Shropshire Hills National Landscape. 

  

 The Fund supports projects to deliver practical 

conservation work in the Shropshire Hills and/or 

educational and awareness-raising activities relating 

to the Shropshire Hills and its conservation,        

especially involving young people.    

   

  From September 2024 we have two 

rounds of funding available: 

• We can support activities over this winter - 

which must be completed by April 2025.  

• We can support year-long projects to start in 

April 2025 and complete by the end of March 

2026. 

  

 Grants range from £500 to £2,000 and can 

be of up to 75% and match funding can be made 

up in kind and volunteer time contributions as well 

as cash.  Further information about the Fund and 

how to apply is on our website.  You can contact 

me by email at stephanie.hayes@shropshire.gov.uk 

or by telephone on 01743 254746. 

 The Conservation Fund is administered by the 

Shropshire Hills Landscape Trust. The funding is 

from Friends of Shropshire Hills subscriptions, the 

Millichope Foundation, Moonshine & Fuggles and 

individual contributions. 

 www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk 

 

Shropshire Hills National Landscape Team 

Unit 5 Drovers House,  

The Auction Yard,  

Craven Arms, SY7 9BZ  

telephone: 01743 254740 

email: shropshirehills-nl@shropshire.gov.uk 

mailto:bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
mailto:shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
mailto:stephanie.hayes@shropshire.gov.uk
http://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk
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Minsterley Methodist 

Church 

 

10am Sunday services  

 

 

6
th
 October.  Family Service led by members of the 

congregation.  

 

13
th
 October.  Preacher – Mrs Helen Pearson. 

 

20
th
 October. Minsterley Praise – Holy Trinity at 

10.30am. 

 

27
th
 October.  Preacher – Rev Brian Spencer. Service 

will include Holy Communion. 

 

 A warm welcome is extended to anyone who 

would like to come and join us at any of our 

services and for refreshments afterwards.  

 

 

Sandra Lewis 

How many church members does it take to change 

a light bulb?    “What do you mean CHANGE??? 

That light bulb was given in memory of my     

grandmother! My father installed it with his bare 

hands! He donated his time AND the use of his   

ladder to do it, too!  My family’s been members of 

this church for four generations! And if you think 

you’re going to come in here and make a bunch of 

changes all of a sudden, Vicar, you’ve got another 

think coming!” 

 

 

Your child has started growing up when he stops 

asking you where he came from and starts refusing 

to tell you where he’s going. 

 

Definitions 

CHOIR: A group of people whose singing allows 

the rest of the Congregation to lip-sync. 

HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key two 

octaves higher than that of the congregation’s 

range. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: The last song at a church 

service, often sung a little more quietly, since most 

of the people have already left. 

JONAH: The original ‘Jaws’ story. 

AMEN: The only part of a prayer that everyone 

knows. 
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St Luke’s Festival Church Snailbeach 

Treasurer   Cheryl Bromhead 

St Luke’s is a “Festival Church”.  Services are usually held on six 

festival days:  Christmas, Mothering Sunday,  Easter,  Harvest 

Festival,  Remembrance Sunday and St Luke’s day. A few other 

dates are planned too.   See “A Church Near You” website for 

upcoming services. 

 

  Next service is Harvest Festival  

   3pm on Sunday 6th October. 

St Mary’s Parish Church Habberley 

Church Wardens  Pauline Stopford,  The Kennels,  Habberley (01743 790784) 

     Pearl Hannigan,  9 Yarlington Orchard, Pontesbury  (01743 790495)  

Treasurer    Robert Currie 

 

  

 Sunday  6th October  5.00pm Evensong 

 Sunday 20th  5.00pm Holy Communion  

Hope & Shelve Parish 

Church Warden    Barbara Venables  

Secretary   Sara Young 

Treasurer   Kevin Bowers 

 

 

 Holy Trinity Church Hope 

Sunday 13th October 9.00am Harvest Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th  3pm  All Souls’ service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  All Saints’ Church Shelve 

 Sunday 6th October 9.00am Harvest Holy Communion  

 Sunday 20th  9.00am Morning Prayer 

  

Our partner churches in the Stiperstones Group  — 
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Advertising in The Minsterley Parish Magazine 

 

 Please do support our advertisers where possible - and if you run a 

local business or would like to advertise something in these pages,  please   

contact Colin Edwards on 01743 791508 or at marieandcol@icloud.com. 

  Our annual rates are: 

 Full page £120.00 

 Half page £60.00 

 Quarter page £30.00 

 Eighth page £15.00 

For up-to-date information about our churches, 

past copies of the magazine  

and everything else you need to know  

please visit our website: 

stiperstoneschurches.org.uk 

mailto:marieandcol@icloud.com

